
 My hometown is Iwaki City, which is proud of the sea. Since many 
people were killed by the tsunami in the Great East Japan Earthquake, some 
might think that the sea is frightening. Even more than 10 years after the 
earthquake I myself can’t help but think, “Where should I go if an earthquake 
occurred right now?” whenever I go to the sea, reminding me of that time. Still, 
I continue to go to the sea because I want to cherish this beautiful scenery 
that I’m proud of and don’t want to forget it. I will always take good care of my 
proud sea and never forget the lessons learned from the Great East Japan 
Earthquake.

Summer in Iwaki
Ayaka Mochizuki 

Yotsukura 
Coast, 

Iwaki City,
 Fukushima 
Prefecture

Fourteen years have passed since the Great East Japan 
Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011. Reconstruction has 
been progressing in the damaged areas in the Tohoku region 
and the towns have greatly changed in appearance. We, as 
residents who have continued to live in disaster-affected areas 
in Tohoku since 2011, held the “Tohoku, Oshi Spotto Taisho” 
(Grand Award of My Favorite Spot in Tohoku Region) this year as 
an opportunity to think about “3.11.” More than 200 photographs 
and stories were contributed between December 20, 2024 and 

14 Years After 3.11Earthquake
The Great East Japan

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e s  2  a n d  3

February 2, 2025. We selected a total of 32 works:  Two Best 
Awards, six Excellence Awards, three Outstanding Awards, and 
21 Honorable Mentions. We would like to thank many people for 
participating in the contest, including those who live in Tohoku, 
those who keep coming back to the affected areas, and those 
who visit Tohoku as tourists.

 About 70,000 pine trees, except for one, were lost in the great scenic Takatamatsubara 
area during the Great East Japan Earthquake, but the local citizens didn’t give up. Using the seeds of 
pine cones donated by a woman living in the neighboring Sumida Town who had picked them up 
before the earthquake, the planting of young trees began in 2017 to restore Takatamatsubara, and 
about 40,000 trees have been planted so far. I visited Takatamatsubara in September 2024, seven 
years after the completion of planting, with a high school student from Kanagawa Prefecture to 
whom I offered private lodging. The pine trees were growing steadily, the sea, sky and beach spread 
out beyond the walkway, and the sound of the waves was cozy. I felt nostalgic as I remembered the 
days when I used to stroll the area before the earthquake, and my heart was filled with happiness. I 
believe that the pine trees will continue to watch over the restoration of the town into the future.
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Continued from the previous page, here are some of the awarded works.

Results Announced!!

You can view 

the other awarded works

 on our website.
Katsunobu Sayama

 “Our restoration will be complete 
when we toast with Tomioka wine over carpaccio 
made with fish from Tomioka Fishing Port!” People in 
this area had to evacuate for a long time after the 
nuclear disaster. However, the winery will be opened 
in April 2025 after overcoming uncertainty about the 
future and public slander. The observation deck in 
the vineyard commands views of the past, the 
present, and the future.

Wine Domaine 
and Observation Deck

Yoshiko Aoki

 I visited Matsushima during a 
trip to Tohoku including Sendai. On that 
sunny day, a boy who was eagerly waiting for 
a boat ride, holding hands with his parents, 
finally spotted the approaching boat. More 
than ten years after the tragic disaster 
struck Tohoku, I felt like I heard the lovely 
voices of children with a calm sea gleaming 
in the background.

Sightseeing Boat 
in Matsushima Islands

Kanji Ooka

 I traveled alone to Tohoku in 
2016 after the Great Earthquake. I was 
caught in a dilemma between “I should go 
now” and “Is it right to go now?” but my 
nervousness totally vanished at a tavern 
named Sato in Fukkou Alley (Fukkou 
means “restoration” as well as “fortune 
and happiness”). This picture shows an 
appetizer dish from Sato which the owner 
sent me in response to my correspondence 
after a long interval.

Tavern Named
“Sato” in Kesennuma City

Kurerena Newspaper

Aizuwakamatsu
City,

Fukushima
Prefecture

 Aizu was hit by the Great 
Okuaizu Flood immediately after the Great East 
Japan Earthquake. Operation of the disrupted 
JR Tadami Line had been suspended until it was 
restored in 2022, and it now operates on a 
regular schedule. I took pictures of Tadami Line 
trains from Futanuma Park in Aizumisato Town 
in the autumn of 2024. My favorite spot is the 
view of the trains from the park.

Aizumisato Town

Vineyard
in Tomioka Town,

Fukushima
Prefecture

Matsushima
Town,

Miyagi County,
Miyagi

Prefecture

Kesennuma City,
Miyagi

Prefecture

 I was on a liner to Kinkazan 
Island at the tip of the Oshika Peninsula. A 
sea fog occurred on the way, covering the 
whole peninsula. The Yamase (cold easterly 
winds), which is prone to occur in Tohoku, 
often generates sea fogs. The first-time 
viewing of the fog was quite striking.

Sea Fog

kent

Oshika Peninsula,
Ishinomaki City,

Miyagi Prefecture

 After the Great Earthquake, 
the construction of a bridge made it possible 
to go to Ohshima by car. The lift service to the 
top of Kameyama was still suspended, so I 
had to walk all the way up. When I reached the 
top, however, I was so dazzled by the splendid 
view that I forgot all my fatigue. Kameyama 
showed me both of the contrasting scenes - 
the restored landscape and the still remaining 
scars of the earthquake. I hope that the 
beautiful scenery will remain as it is forever.

Island in the Sky

Emi Suyama

Top of
Kameyama mountain, 

Ohshima island, 
Kesennuma City, 
Miyagi Prefecture
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Civic Force’s NPO Partner Projects provide support for reconstruction assistance activities 

in the affected areas with the younger generation who will shape the future. 

These projects are guided by three pillars: “Community Revitalization,”

 “Fukushima Welfare Support,” and “Passing Down Memories.” 

We present the partner projects that will commence in March with new partners.

Fourteen Years Since the Great East Japan Earthquake

Passing Down the Lessons of March 11, 2011 to the Succeeding
Generations to Become a Disaster-Resilient Society

Team Okawa: The Future Network

Once Again, a Hometown Full of Smiles!

The tsunami triggered by the Great East 
Japan Earthquake claimed the lives of 
84 students and teachers at Ishinomaki 
Municipal Okawa Elementary School in 
Miyagi Prefecture. In 2022, the school’s 
graduates and volunteers started up a 
voluntary organization, “Team Okawa: 
The Future Network.” The team is 
working to create a community hub for 
local residents to gather and to interact 
with visitors from across the country. 

The team leader, Tetsuya Tadano (then a fifth grader), is one of the four students who were 
saved while evacuating. After the earthquake, he worked hard with local youths to preserve 
the school building that had been in danger of demolition. He does not want Okawa Elementary 
School to be remembered only as a place of tragedy. So, he now conveys his wish to create a 
new community through various activities, such as holding events and workshops, developing 
the leased land near the school, and guiding visitors around Okawa Elementary School. 
While the population of this region is aging and 
the birthrate is declining, more and more 
young people are passing down the lessons 
learned from the earthquake to the next 
generation. Taking advantage of this moment, 
NPO Partner Projects will start providing 
support to bolster the basis for such activities 
and aim to create a disaster-resilient society 
centered around children’s lives.

IWATEIWATE

MIYAGIMIYAGI
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Miyagi The Executive Committee of “Umi no Mieru Inochi no Mori”

Support for 3.11 Memorial Ceremony
Miyagi

Minamisanriku-cho, a town located on the Sanriku Coast in the northeast of Miyagi 
Prefecture, is home to “Umi no Mieru Inochi no Mori “(the forest of lives overlooking the 
sea) with a panoramic view of Shizugawa Bay and the urban area around it. After the 
earthquake, it was created on the land where local volunteers had cleared thick trees of 
the forest. They paved walking paths, installed toilets and a cooking furnace, and built huts 
that can be used as evacuation shelters, making the forest suitable for experiencing 
nature and disaster learning. With a memorial 
stone and the Great Buddha of Minamisanriku, the 
site is being established as a place to pray for those 
who lost their lives in the earthquake. NPO Partner 
Projects supports the executive committee in 
holding the “3.11 Umi no Mieru Inochi no Mori 
Memorial Ceremony” so that the forest playing a 
role in disseminating the lessons learned can be 
passed down for generations.

On February 26, 2025, a wildfire broke 
out in Ofunato City, Iwate Prefecture 
and forced the evacuation of over 
3,500 individuals. The victims of the 
Great East Japan Earthquake were once 
again affected, and the damage quickly 
spread. In response to this incident, on 
February 28, Civic Force dispatched its 
staff to the affected area from Miyagi 
Prefecture.  In addition to providing 
rel ief supplies,  we are currently 
implementing assistance activities to 
meet the shifting needs of the victims, 
including medical support, infection 
control measures and others.

Iwate Miyagi Fuku
shima

We plan to implement Partner Projects with an 
organization in Okuma Town, Fukushima Prefecture, 
which is designated as a difficult-to-return zone, and 
with a NPO passing down the memories of the 
disaster based in Otsuchi Town, Iwate Prefecture. We 
will provide further details on our website soon.

Operating in  Areas Affected by Wildfire

Ofunato, Iwate Pref.

Emergency
Assistance

Scan for details

Supporting
Disaster-Affected

Areas

NPO Partner
Projects
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https://www.civic-force.org/activities/higashinihon/index.html
https://www.civic-force.org/info/index.html?category01=20%2C8%2C15%2C16%2C17%2C18%2C83%2C85%2C87%2C91%2C95#search-form01
https://www.civic-force.org/info/activities/higashinihon/311hotspotaward202503.html
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“Assuming Nankai Trough Earthquake, Wakayama Prefecture will use pachinko 
 parlors for evacuation centers”

On January 29, we spoke to around 
100 first-year students of Kobe 
Ryukoku Senior High School General 
Course in Hyogo Prefecture about 
the current situation of disaster-
affected areas and the activities of 
Civic Force. The students who chose disaster prevention and safety in the 
course’s inquiry-based learning are working on a “charibon” activity, through 
which the students collect and donate books to NPOs.

Online Lecture for Kobe Ryukoku Senior High School

Reporting our Achievements of “Good Links”

On January 24, we held a ceremony in 
Saga Prefecture to deliver a disaster 
support trailer to Sanyo Parts Co., Ltd. 
By collaborating with a company that 
specializes in vehicle inspection and 
maintenance, we will be able to use the 
well-maintained vehicle and respond to the needs of disaster-affected 
areas more quickly and more thoroughly than ever before.

Collaboration with Sanyo Parts 
for Vehicle Management

On February 19, we held an in-kind 
assistance event in Saga Prefecture and 
donated 38 boxes of seven kinds of 
items including tissues, masks, socks, 
hygiene kits, etc., to four organizations 
working to support children and other issues. We aim to strengthen our 
disaster preparedness network to organize in-kind support.

Providing Supplies to Four Organizations 
at a Distribution Event

Players Fund
Gratitude for Support, Report 
on Fundraising

The Players Fund, operated by Civic Force and the Japan Professional 
Baseball Players’ Association, conducted crowdfunding and charity 
auctions from December 2024 to February 2025. We are grateful to the 
players who offered return gifts and to 
the fans. The fund has now raised JPY 
9,739,639. We will ensure that the 
funds are utilized effectively to provide 
aid to disaster-affected areas.

Scan for
details

A project achievement report 
meeting, hosted by The Toyota 
Foundation, was held in Tokyo on 
February 1, and we reported on the 
current situation and achievements 
of Good Links, an online matching platform for in-kind assistance that Civic 
Force has been operating since 2021.

Taking Stage at a Networking Event

A networking event called “Make 
Saga Safer with the Power of 
Human Connection - What we can 
do now when the Nankai Trough 
Earthquake is imminent” was 
held on February 22 at the Saga 
City Citizen Activity Plaza. Various organizations and businesses 
involved in community revitalization gathered for the event and Kaori 
Neki, Executive Director of Civil Force, delivered a presentation.

We are undertaking various efforts to develop our emergency preparedness 
mechanism. This page introduces media coverage of our activities and 
information associated with our partner organizations.

Creating an Emergency 
Preparedness Mechanism

You can easily support us in various 
ways including donating products 
or services. 

●Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation :
     Aoyama Branch Account No. 6953964

●Japan Post Bank : 00140-6-361805
　(Account holder’ s name of the above banks is 
    “Civic Force”)
●Credit card : Please check the “Donate Now!” 
     section of the Civic Force website below ▶

In order to be better prepared for future disasters, we need your support. 
Become a monthly supporter and you can donate a fixed amount each 
month (in 1,000 yen units) and help prepare for future large-scale 
disasters.

Start Your Support 
with Only 33 Yen per Day

S N S

Civic Force

     Previous newsletters▼
https://www.civic-force.org/about/publication.html

   Subscribe to updates from the disaster areas▼
https://www.civic-force.org/mailmagazine/index.html
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https://www.civic-force.org/english/support/index.html
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https://www.civic-force.org/jpbpa_fund/index.html

